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I NDORE  STATE-- 

The  First  Silver  Coinage  of 
Shiva  j i Rao  Holkar  (18  86  - 1903) 

by  J . Lingen 

In  this  article  I would  like  to  rectify  the  incorrect  attribution  of 
a type  of  rupee  minted  in  the  former  Indian  Native  State  of  Indore 
and  bring  to  notice  a few  other  coins  of  the  same  type  which,  up  un- 
til now,  appear  to  have  escaped  publication. 

Attention  is  drawn  to  coin  No.  101  at  page  330  in  Volume  IV  of  cata- 
logue of  the  Coins  in  the  Indian  Museum  Calcutta  (Oxford  University 
Press,  1926).  This  rupee,  described  by  Valentine,  and  illustrated, 
purports  to  be  an  issue  of  Tukoji  Rao  Holka  (AH  1260-1304  - 1844-1836 
AD) • If  reliance  is  placed  on  the  dates  that  appear  on  the  coin  it 
would  indeed  appear  to  be  a rupee  issued  during  his  reign.  The  coin 
has  two  dates;  on  the  side  which  has  the  Shah  Alam  legend  in  Persian 
the  date  is  plainly  1296  Hegira  which  corresponds  to  the  year  1879 
AD.  On  the  side  bearing  the  sun  face  and  the  Nagari  inscription 
(Hereafter  referred  to  as  the  obverse)  the  date  was  read  by  Valentine 
as  Samvat  1941,  corresponding  to  1884  AD.  Both  dates  of  course  are 
incompatible.  I would  suggest  that  the  latter  date  was  read  incorrect- 
ly by  Valentine  and  it  is  Samvat  1947  = 1890  AD.  Confirmation  that 
this  is  the  date  intended  is  supplied  by  reading  the  Nagari  inscrip- 
tion on  this  side  of  the  coin  which  gives,  not  the  name  of  Tukoji  Rao, 
but  that  of  his  successor  Shivaji  Rao  (AH  1304-1321  - 1886-1903  AD). 
Valentine  may  be  excused  this  apparent  lapse  to  observe  the  obvious, 
for  the  coin  illustrated  bears  only  a portion  of  the  marginal  legend, 
the  greater  part  being  off  the  flan  of  the  coin. 

This  mis attribution  came  to  my  notice  by  reason  of  having  acquired  a 
number  of  specimens  of  this  type  of  coin,  which  enabled  a full  reading 
of  the  obverse  inscription  to  be  made. 

The  incorrect  attribution  of  this  coin  in  the  Indian  Museum  Catalogue 
has  been  perpetuated  in  more  recent  publications,  notable  The  Guidebook 
and  Catalogue  of  British  Commonwealth  Coins  and  the  Standard  Catalogue 
of  World  Coins. 

In  the  following  pages  I propose  to  catalogue  the  coins  of  this  type 
known  to  me,  but  before  doing  so  it  would  be  appropriate  to  speculate 
as  to  reasons  why  they  were  struck. 

During  the  reign  of  Tukoji  Rao  a continuously  dated  range  of  the  ordi- 
nary silver  coins  are  known  (see  Craig  93)*  They  were  struck  at  least 
until  AH  1295  (1878  AD)  and  I illustrate  a half  rupee  of  this  date. 

l/2  Rupee  dated  1295  AH  ( 1878  AD) 

Listed  in  Craig  as  No.  97a. 
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It  is  noticeable  however  that  the  production  of  this  type  was  not 
prolific  during  the  late  1870' s and  seems  to  have  ceased  entirely 
about  1878.  This  may  have  been  the  result  of  the  Act  passed  by  the 
Government  of  India  in  1876  under  which  they  offered  to  strike,  free 
of  charge,  coins  for  the  Native  States  in  an  attempt  to  regulate  the 
currency  and  introduce  a coinage  of  the  weight  and  fineness  of  the 
Government ' s. 

The  Indore  State  authorities  never  availed  themselves  of  this  offer 
but  they  may  have  seriously  considered  it  and  this  would  account  for 
the  falling  off  and  subsequent  cessation  of  their  minting  activities 
during  the  period  1878-1888.  In  the  event  they  retained  the  right 
of  minting  their  own  coins  in  spite  of  the  efforts  of  the  British 
Government  to  discourage  thiso 

Tukoji  Rao  died  in  AH  IJOb  (1886  AD)  and  was  succeeded  by  Shivaji 
Rao.  Shortly  after  his  accession  it  would  appear  that  some  con- 
sideration was  given  to  recommencing  the  minting  of  the  State  coins „ 

These  new  coins,  bearing  Shivaji's  name,  were  undoubtedly  the  first 
to  be  struck  during  his  reign.  They  had  an  entirely  redesigned  ob- 
verse with  a sun  face  above  a crossed  sword  and  mace,  surrounded  by 
the  Maharajah's  name  and  titles  in  Nagari  script.  There  is  no  reason 
to  doubt  that  the  Samvat  date  on  these  coins  is  other  than  correct. 

The  Hegira  dates  of  1295  and  1296  on  the  reverse  of  these  new  coins 
seem  inexplicable  and  misleading  but  a reference  to  the  former  coins 
of  Tukoji  Rao  indicates  that  the  reverse  of  the  new  coins  is  simply 
the  dies  of  the  old  coins  used  in  conjunction  with  the  new  obverse 
dies.  No  satisfactory  explanation  of  why  this  was  done  can  be  ar- 
rived at.  Had  new  dies  been  made  for  the  reverse  it  would  have  been 
a simple  matter  to  have  inserted  the  correct  Hegira  date. 

A possible  explanation  is  that  the  new  coins  were  an  experimental 
issue  or  a pattern  for  a new  type.  Apparently  it  was  thought  ap- 
propriate to  retain  the  archaic  legend  of  Shah  Alam  II,  hence  use 
was  made  of  the  dies  of  the  old  coins  of  Tukoji  Rao. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  Shah  Alam  legend  was  also  retained 
on  the  coins  of  a subsequent  type  (Yeoman  7)  which  were  introduced 
in  the  year  S.  19^-7* 

The  coins  under  discussion  are  all  classed  as  scarce  and  represent  a 
limited  issue  produced  during  a short  period  about  1888-1890,  which 
tends  to  indicate  that  they  were  probably  a provisional  coinage,  pend- 
ing the  issue  of  the  fairly  common  rupees  et  infra  of  S.  19^7  (Yeoman 
7).  As  most  specimens  show  signs  of  wear  it  seems  that  they  were 
put  into  circulation.  There  is  no  evidence  to  suggest  that  these 
pieces  were  only  used  as  nazr  coins. 

I have  encountered  five  major  varieties  of  this  coin  and  illustrate 
those  that  are  in  my  collection  in  the  likely  sequence  of  issue. 

No.  1:  This  type  is  dated  S.  19^5  (obverse)  and  1295  (reverse)  and 

is  distinguished  by  the  floral  design  on  each  side  of  the 
sun  face. 
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Denomination:  Rupee 

Weight:  11.2  gms. 

Size:  21  mm. 

Obv:  Inscription  - 

Transliteration  - Shrimat  Maharaj  Shivaji  Rao  Holkar  Bahadur 
Below  sun  face  - * Sa(mvat)  1945  (=  l888  AD) 

Rev:  Inscription  - . 1^) 

Transliteration  - Shah  Alam  Bad  Shah  Gazi  Sikka  Mubarak  1295 


No.  2:  This  type  is  dated  1295  on  the  reverse  but  has  no  Samvat  date 

on  the  obverse.  Following  the  Maharajah's  name  and  titles  is 
"Jarab  122",  which  is  a transliteration  of  a Persian  word 
"Zarb"  (=  struck)  into  Nagari.  The  meaning  of  the  numerals 
122  is  not  clear,  but  most  probably  represents  the  fictious 
regnal  year  of  Shah  Alam  II,  which  had  been  continuously 
used  on  the  coins  of  Tukoji  Rao  Holkar,  although  the  emperor 
died  in  the  49th  year  of  his  reign. 

Accession  date  of  Shah  Alam  = AH  1175  + 122  = 1295  AH  which 
indicates  that,  if  the  earlier  mentioned  presumption  is 
correct,  besides  the  Hegira  date  also  the  figure  of  122 
have  been  copied  from  the  last  coins  of  Tukoji  Rao  Holkar. 

The  floral  design  is  reduced  in  size  to  accommodate  the  mint 
name  - Mulhamagar. 


Denomination:  Rupee 

Weight:  11.2  gms. 

Size:  24  mm. 


Obv:  Inscription  as  No.  1 but  after  "Bahadur"  added  oH 

"Zarb  122"  (struck  122)  ' 

Mint  in  centre  around  sun  face  starting  5 o'clock 

position:  AVTT  NT 

MALA-RNA-GAR  = Malhamagar  (Indore) 


Rev:  Inscription  as  No.  1 

For  the  reverse  of  coin  1 and  2 the  same  dies  seems  to  have 
been  used. 
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No.  J:  This  type  lacks  any  floral  ornaments  and  is  dated  S.  1947  on 

the  obverse  and  AH  1295  on  the  reverse. 


Denomination : Rupee 

Weight:  11.2  gms. 

Size:  21  mm. 


Obv: 


Inscription  as  No.  1. 

Below  sun  face  Sa(mvat)  1947  (=  1890  AD) 

Mintname  in  centre  around  sunface  starting  8 o'clock  position: 


n TTJT  T 

MA-LHA-RNAGA-R 


Rev:  Inscription  as  No.  1 but  different  die  used. 


No.  4:  This  type  appears  to  have  an  identical  obverse  but  has  the 

reverse  date  of  AH  1296.  A similar  coin  to  this  is  illustrated 
in  Vol.  IV  IMC  and  has  been  referred  to  above. 


Denomination:  Rupee 

Weight:  11.2  gms. 

Size:  20  mm. 


Obv:  As  No.  3° 


Rev:  As  No.  1 but  date  1296 


No.  5:  This  type  is  similar  to  type  No.  4 but  shows  a slight  rearrange- 

ment of  the  mint  name  on  the  obverse. 


Denomination:  Rupee 

Weight:  11.25  gms. 

Size:  20*5  mm. 


Obv:  Inscription  as  No.  1 

Below  sun  face  Sa(mvat)  1947  (=  1890  AD) 

Mint  in  centre  around  sun  face  starting  8 o'clock  position: 

JPTSTTTJT  t 

MAL-HAR-NAGA-R 
Rev:  As  No.  1 but  dated  1296. 
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No.  5a: 


A half  rupee  which  appears  to 
dies  as  No.  5 


have  been  struck  from  the  same 

Denomination:  l/2  Rupee 

Weight:  5*6  gms. 

Size:  15  mm. 


To  summarize : 

The  regular  coinage  of  Tukoji  Rao  ceased  about  AH  1295  (T878)  possibly 
because  consideration  was  being  given  to  the  Government's  offer  to 
strike  the  States  coins. 

In  S.  I9U5  (1888  AD)  coins  were  again  minted  in  Indore  and  an  attempt 
was  made  to  introduce  a new  coinage.  These  bore  Samvat  dates  on  a 
redesigned  obverse. 

The  reverse  appears  identical  to  the  obverse  of  the  old  regular  issues 
of  Tukoji  Rao  and  it  seems  that  the  old  dies  with  the  dates  AH  1295 
and  1296  were  used. 

This  new  coinage  was  probably  in  the  nature  of  an  experimental  issue 
and  it  seems  that  relatively  few  were  struck  during  the  period  l888- 
1890  during  the  reign  of  Shavaji  Rao. 

There  is  no  evidence  available  that  they  were  struck  for  a special 
occasion  or  used  as  a nazr  coinage.  Most  specimens  indicate  that 
they  have  been  in  circulation. 

This  type  was  superceded  in  S.  1947  (1890)  by  the  type  of  Yeoman 
7,  which  is  a common  coin  and  must  have  been  minted  in  quantities. 


MEDIEVAL  BRACTEATES 


by  Dave  Schecter 

(Reprinted  from  Alfred  Szego's  NINTH  BULLETIN  FOR  1974,  with  Mr. 
Szego's  permission.) 

The  medieval  bracteates  are  certainly  not  the  most  beautiful  coins, 
even  to  the  most  doting  of  fathers,  but  they  filled  a place  in  the 
time  span  of  money  that  would  be  most  interesting  even  to  the  collect- 
or of  U.  S.  proof  sets,  were  he  aware  of  it.  Unfortunately,  however, 
this  is  a series  about  which  very  little  is  known,  due  to  the  fact 
that  information  about  them  is  seldom,  if  ever,  published  in  the 
coin  papers  or  magazines  with  the  mass  circulation. 

Most  of  the  good  references  on  bracteates  were  written  in  Europe  in 
the  19th  century,  when  the  pace  of  life  was  somewhat  slower  than  it 
is  today  and  scholarship  had  a higher  premium  than  it  does  now.  They 
were  written  in  French,  German  and  Italian,  the  languages  of  the 
scholars,  and  even  to  this  day  have  generally  still  not  been  trans- 
lated into  English.  For  much  of  this  information  the  writer  is 

(Continued  on  page  257) 
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JAPANESE  PROPAGANDA 
10  YEN  LEAFLET  NOTES 


by  Francis  G.  Sanders 


The  four  Japanese  Propaganda  10  Yen  Leaflet  Notes  discussed  below  are 
copies  of  the  Japanese  10  Yen  note  type  issued  in  Japan  from  1930  to 
19 L6  ( JNDA  12 -C). 

(Editor's  Note:  All  reproductions  of  notes  below  are  approximately 

3/L  actual  size.) 


Obverse  of  Propaganda  10  Yen  Notes 
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The  propaganda  notes  copy  only  the  obverse  side  of  the  original  note 
and  use  the  reverse  side  for  printing  of  the  propaganda  message. 

There  are  four  (4)  different  types  of  propaganda  messages  known  to 
date,  each  carrying  its  own  numbered  series  --  2009*  20 l6,  2017  and 

2034.  By  the  sequence  of  the  numbers,  one  would  think  that  possibly 
other  numbered  series  would  exist.  This  was  possibly  the  implied 
meaning  of  the  spread  of  the  numbers  in  the  four  series  --to  simply 
fool  them  enemy  into  thinking  that  they  were  in  for  a much  larger 
run  of  these  harrassment  type  notes.  However,  to  date  only  the  four 
numbered  series  above  are  known  to  exist. 

It  has  been  reported  that  these  notes  were  the  brainchild  of  the  Mili- 
tary Intelligence  group  that  was  stationed  in  Hawaii  at  the  time. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  notes  were  of  a military  origin,  probably 
from  the  Psycho  Warfare  Department  which  undertook  this  as  well  as 
other  projects  of  similar  nature. 

The  notes,  at  first  glance,  are  quite  good  copies  of  the  original  10 
Yen  note.  However,  on  close  inspection  with  an  original  note,  it  is 
basically  easy  to  tell  the  difference,  not  to  mention  the  simple  fact 
that  the  reverse  contained  only  the  printed  propaganda  message  . It 
is  extremely  doubtful  that  any  of  these  notes  were  ever  used  for 
monetary  transactions,  as  that  was  not  their  intention  in  the  first 
place. 

The  notes  were  reportedly  "air-dropped"  on  the  homeland  of  Japan. 

When  this  air-drop  occurred  is  unknown  at  this  time. 

The  translations  of  these  notes  have  been  printed  before  in  other 
publications,  but  not  in  a current  publication  for  some  years.  I 
thought  it  might  be  proper  to  print  this  information  again  for  the 
many  new  collectors  now  coming  into  this  field  of  numismatics.  In 
several  cases  I have  received  letters  asking  for  a translation  of  one 
or  more  of  these  interesting  notes.  The  last  known  translation  in 
print  of  which  I have  reference  was  in  the  old  Whitman  Numismatic 
Journal,  April  1968,  pp  212-214. 

My  translation  of  each  note  is  as  follows: 


NO  1007 


Note  2009 
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Note  2009:  "Use  this  money  for  your  yearly  contribution..  The  military 
clique  is  squandering  your  taxes  in  a most  wasteful  manner.  The  mili- 
tary clique  is  spending  Y5,000  per  person  for  this  war.  If  the  war  is 
prolonged,  even  for  a day,  the  military  clique  will  waste  more  of  your 
money. " 
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NO  20IW 

Note  2016 


Note  2016 : "Workers  l Up  to  now  you  have  been  earning  a great  deal, 

but  what  does  this  amount  to?  Your  purchasing  power  of  this  10  Yen 
note  has  become  less.  You  are  using  most  all  of  your  strength  to 
produce  weapons  for  the  war  and  for  the  soldiers.  You  are  military 
men  in  production.  But  can  you  buy  rice  and  beer  that  the  soldiers 
can?  Are  you  able  to  purchase  the  same  rations  that  the  soldiers 
and  their  families  can  get? " 
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NO  10  IT 

Note  2017 

Note  2017:  "To  what  use  can  money  and  bonds  in  the  bank  be  put? 

Buy  now  the  things  that  you  will  need  today,  or  will  need  in  the 
future.  As  supplies  are  running  out.  Because  of  the  bombings,  many 
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shops  are  closed,  or  are  open  for  a short  time  only.  In  order  to 
withstand  these  difficulties,  buy  food,  clothing  or  daily  necessi- 
ties. Money  can't  stave  off  hunger,  nor  can  it  be  used  as  clothing, 
and  savings  bonds  cannot  comfort  a crying  baby.  If  you  are  a wise 
man,  you  will  not  save  your  money.  Now  is  the  time  for  buying  goods." 
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Note  2034 

Note  2034:  "Before  Showa  5 (1930)>  10  Yen  would  buy  20  kilograms  of 

good  rice,  or  material  to  clothe  8 persons,  or  4 packages  of  charcoal 
(one  package  --  50  kilos).  After  the  war  began  (Showa  12  - 1937)^ 

10  Yen  would  buy  20  kilograms  of  inferior  rice,  or  material  to  clothe 
5 persons,  or  2-l/2  packages  of  charcoal.  After  hopelessly  fighting 
the  allies  for  3 years,  you  can  now  buy  l-l/ 2 kilograms  of  good  rice 
on  the  black  market,  and  perhaps  a little  charcoal  if  available,  and 
no  material  at  all  for  the  same  10  Yen. " 


All  of  the  propaganda  notes  have  the  same  serial  number  on  the  obverse 
side  (No.  450941)  and  the  same  plate  number  (No.  1124).  The  series 
numbers  2009,  20l6,  2017  and  2034  refers  to  the  reverse  side  with  the 
propaganda  message.  These  numbers  are  located  at  the  top  or  bottom 
of  the  right  hand  side  of  the  message,  in  small  print. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  while  some  consider  these  notes  common, 
as  they  are  to  be  found  in  the  U.S.A.,  they  are  in  fact  virtually 
unknown  in  Japan.  Actually,  all  the  notes  can  be  considered  as 
scarce  to  obtain.  My  idea  of  scarcity  of  the  notes  would  be  -- 

2009  - Seemingly  the  most  difficult  to  locate. 

2016  - Difficult. 

2017  - The  most  prevalent  of  the  whole  series.  Also  the  only 

note  seen  in  Crisp  Uncirculated  in  any  frequency. 

2034  - Difficult. 

I invite  anyone  to  contact  me  that  might  have  information  as  to  the 
exact  origin  or  the  notes,  when  they  were  actually  dropped,  if  known 
where  dropped,  whether  all  four  types  were  dropped  at  the  same  time 
of  any  information  that  has  not  been  printed  here. 
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References  used: 

Whitman  Numismatic  Journal,  Vol.  5,  No.  4,  April,  1968 
Air  Dropped  Propaganda  Currency,  by  R.  G.  Auckland,  1972  Ed. 
JNDA  Catalog  (Japanese  Dealers  Association  Catalog),  1975  Ed. 
Notes  assembled  from  my  own  stock. 


BATTLE  OF  NATIONS 

by  George  T.  Ryden,  NI  1032 

It  is  the  middle  of  October,  1813  in  the  town  of  Leipzig,  Saxony. 
Napoleon  has  lost  5/6  of  his  French  army  in  Russia  and  has  been  push- 
ed back  into  Germany.  Armies  from  Prussia,  Russia,  Austria  and 
Sweden  have  continuously  weakened  his  strength,  engaging  him  in 
minor  skirmishes.  His  father-in-law,  Mettemich,  Prince  of  Austria, 
has  just  convinced  Napoleon's  principal  ally,  Bavaria,  to  join  forces 
against  Napoleon..  The  opposing  armies  concentrate  near  Leipzig  in 
preparation  for  what  is  later  to  be  termed  the  "Battle  of  Nations". 

Napoleon  still  has  190,000  men  and  73^-  guns,  a force  amply  sufficient 
for  victory;  under  his  command  he  has  the  most  experienced  generals 
in  Europe  --  two  of  the  hostile  armies  are  led  by  men  of  inferior 
ability.  The  battle  lasts  four  days,  but  the  result  is  the  end  of 
Napoleon's  dreams  to  capture  Europe.  Napoleon  has  left  behind  him 
in  Russia  his  magic  certainty  of  victory;  serious  mistakes  --as 
failure  to  be  at  a crucial  battle  front,  or  to  build  necessary  bridges 
for  an  orderly  retreat  (there  was  only  one  bridge  out  of  the  town  of 
Leipzig;  when  it  was  blown  up,  Napoleon's  forces  were  pushed  into 
the  river,  many  men  drowning  and  important  generals  captured)  enable 
him  to  bring  only  70,000  men  back  to  France.  The  losses  of  the 
Allies  are  even  greater,  but  momentum  and  morale  is  now  theirs  and 
it  is  only  a matter  of  time  before  Napoleon  is  to  surrender. 


The  100th  anniversary  of  this  important  victory  is  commemorated  by 
numerous  memorabilia  including  both  the  scarce  brown  and  gold  porce- 
lain medal  pictured  above  (unlisted  by  Scheuch)  and  the  three  mark 
silver  piece  (YS  53)  of  Saxony,  both  of  which  picture  a monument 
to  the  dead  war  heroes  and  the  date  of  battle. 
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A Romantic  War  with  Romantic  Coins 


SANTANDER, 

PALENCIA  Y BURGOS 

by  Mark  Mohur 

"A  Romantic  War"  was  the  handle  given  to  the  Spanish  Civil  War  of 

1936-39- 

How  any  war  could  be  called  "romantic"  escapes  me,  but  I guess  that 
some  aspects  of  it  were.  In  any  event,  it  gave  rise  to  a number  of 
curious  phenomena,  not  the  least  interesting  of  which  occured  in  the 
field  of  numismatics.  During  the  almost  three  years  of  civil  war 
throughout  Spain  a flood  of  emergency  money  of  various  kinds  was  pro- 
duced and  extensively  circulated.  There  were  local  issues  of  paper 
script  called  "Vales".  There  were  also  provincial  notes  and  coins, 
tokens,  stamp  money  and  private  issues  of  all  types. 

After  some  37  years  one  can  only  estimate  the  number  of  notes,  coins 
and  tokens  issued  and  circulated.  It  is  conservatively  estimated  that 
there  are  some  6000  to  7000  different  types  of  notes,  coins  and  priv- 
ate issues.  The  true  number  will  probably  never  be  known,  for  unlike 
the  German  notgeld  (emergency  money)  the  Spanish  coins  and  notes  were 
issued  in  time  of  war  only  and  were  shortlived,  not  to  mention  that 
they  were  issued  by  the  losing  side.  Also,  a great  number  of  them 
were  destroyed  and  thrown  away. 

In  order  to  understand  how  this  flood  of  money  came  about  it  is  first 
necessary  to  understand  how  complete  was  the  disruption  of  tradition- 
al political  life  within  the  areas  remaining  to  the  Spanish  Republic 
after  the  insurrection  of  l8  July  1936.  With  most  of  the  army  and 
police  in  revolt,  authority  fell  to  the  various  political  parties  and 
their  armed  militias. 

Like  the  German  notgeld  era,  soon  after  the  fighting  began,  silver, 
and  even  copper  coins  began  to  disappear  from  circulation.  This  was, 
in  comparison  again  to  the  German  situation  of  1914-1919*  due  to 
hoarding  and  an  overseas  outflow.  On  13  October  1936*  a decree  was 
published  by  the  Ministry  of  Finance  authorizing  silver  certificates, 
the  number  to  be  put  into  circulation  dependent  upon  the  quantity  of 
silver  coins  recalled.  Shortly  thereafter  various  local  municipalit- 
ies and  provinces  began  to  issue  similar  silver  certificates  and 
cupro-nickel  coins. 

Inasmuch  as  the  story  of  the  many  thousands  of  "vales"  and  other 
notes  issued  is  a separate  forthcoming  article,  we  will  cover  no 
further  these  issues  here,  other  than  to  show  a classical  example 
of  one  of  these  "vales". 

Our  story  concerns  the  issuance  of  two  typical  1937  coins  by  differ- 
ent authorities  both  autonomous  to  the  Spanish  Republic.  These  two 
coins  are  typical  of  many  issued  and  used,  but  their  uniqueness 
lies  in  that  one  is  quite  well  known  and  one  was,  until  recently, 
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unknown  to  collectors. 


Most  collectors,  through  the  use  of  Yeoman's  catalog  are  familiar 
with  the  coins  of  the  Viscayan  Republic  (Y1  and  Y2),  a nickel  composi- 
tion pair,  a 1 Peseta  and  2 Pesetas  respectively. 

The  Viscayan  Republic  (Biscay  as  it  was  known)  is  located  in  the 
northern  part  of  Spain  on  the  Bay  of  Biscay.  Origin  of  the  Basques 
who  live  in  the  region  is  one  of  history's  unsolved  mysteries.  It 
is  believed  they  may  be  the  survivors  of  the  original  Iberians. 
Whatever  their  origin,  they  are  a fiercely  independent  people. 

In  1931  King  Alfonso  XIII  agreed  to  leave  Spain  and  a revolutionary 
committee  pledged  to  the  procurement  of  autonomy  for  the  Basque  pro- 
vinces became  the  provisional  government  of  the  Second  Republic. 

Total  autonomy  for  Vicaya  was  enacted  5 October  1936*  With  autonomy 
placed  above  all  else,  the  Viscayan  Republic,  along  with  other  north- 
ern provinces  allied  with  the  Nationalists  during  the  Spanish  Civil 
War  of  1936 -39 ) the  autonomy  was  recognized  by  the  Franco  Government 
and  ended  onl  y upon  cessation  of  the  war. 


Obverse  Reverse 

1 Peseta  1937 
Viscayan  Republic 

The  above  pictured  1 Peseta,  like  the  2 Peseta,  did  circulate  and 
was  legal  tender  within  the  Viscayan  Republic. 

To  the  west,  in  other  autonomous  Basque  provinces,  autonomy  was  recog- 
nized and  during  the  Civil  War  issued  emergency  type  coinage  similar 
to  that  issued  in  the  Viscayan  Republic. 

Heretofore  unknown,  were  1 and  2 Peseta  coins  dated  1937  issued  by 
the  Municipal  authorities  (Consejo)  of  (de)  the  three  provinces, 
Santander,  Palencia  and  (y)  Burgos. 

These  jointly  issued  the  coins,  the  1 and  2 Peseta  types,  similar  to 
but  larger  than,  the  coins  of  Viscaya.  Whereas  the  Viscayan  coins 
were  nickel  and  minted  in  Belgiun,  the  other  coins  were  cupro-nickel 
and  minted  (it  is  believed)  in  France. 


Obverse 


1 Peseta  1937 
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Reverse 


Pictured  above  are  the  obverse  and  the  reverse  of  the  Una  (l)  Peseta 
of  Santander,  Palencia  and  Burgos,  dated  1937*  The  coin,  like  the 
2 Peseta,  is  slightly  larger  than  the  Viscayan  1 Peseta  coin. 

Burgos,  being  the  provisional  capital  of  the  greatest  strength,  like 
Bilboa,  the  provisional  capital  of  the  Viscayan  Republic,  wielded  the 
power  along  with  Viscaya,  and  supported  the  Franco  forces. 

It  is  not  known  how  many  of  these  1 and  2 Peseta  coins  were  minted, 
but  due  to  the  fact  that  only  two  are  known  to  exist  in  the  United 
States,  it  is  felt  that,  like  many  of  the  coins  and  notes  of  the 
Spanish  Civil  War,  most  were  recalled,  destroyed  or  thrown  away  once 
autonomy  was  ended,  and  that  there  were  few  minted  initially.  For 
these  reasons,  the  coin(s)  are  considered  extremely  rare,  and  in  this 
respect,  quite  unlike  the  Viscayan  Republic  coins. 

As  far  as  is  known,  this  is  the  first  time  the  coin(s)  of  Santander, 
Palencia,  and  Burgos  have  been  pictured  and/or  written  about. 

As  a lead  to  a future  article  in  this  publication  on  the  "Vales"  of 
the  Spanish  Civil  War,  small  notes  if  you  please,  below  is  pictured 
an  example  of  one  of  the  "Vales".  This  is  a 1 Peseta  note  from  the 
town  of  Berga,  authorized  by  its  city  counsel,  and  issued  10  May 

1937. 


/Uitiuyiulte  a tuLcuxa  JZ/u/Uil/yc 
ui  o>cl  Jd  Jut  JOiblfJaio  ifef  JQJ'/ 

ft  User-  Uvy  V-  ■ ft  fnatuiesit 


ui/i1  ovitq<iJ.  ftv-l/A il  Itvow  niunictpal  sit  B&vjst 


Obverse 
1 Peseta  1937 
Berga,  Spain  (Vale) 
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Reverse 
1 Peseta  1937 
Berga,  Spain  (Vale) 


NI  MEMBER  FRED  BRAUDES  SUFFERS  BURGLARY  LOSS 

On  June  17,  1975,  the  residence  of  FRED  BRANDES,  at  1210  West  11th 
Street,  Roswell,  New  Mexico  88201,  was  broken  into  and  his  coin  closet 
was  also  broken  into  and  from  that  closet  and  from  the  den  which  the 
closet  was  in,  approximately  $10,000.00  worth  of  coins  and  medals 
were  stolen.  These  were  mostly  foreign  coins  from  most  all  countries, 
including  many  hundreds  of  crowns  which  many  NI  members  needed  from 
his  collection,  having  earlier  traded  with  Fred  for  the  minors  of 
these  countries. 

In  addition,  there  were  many  coins  specially  struck  and  in  special 
cases,  duplicate  sets  of  the  new  Canadian  Olympic  games  in  cases, 
a set  number  G605  imprinted  on  the  edge  of  Great  American  Triumphs 
by  the  Wittnaue  Mint,  and  a partial  set  of  another  minting  by  Wittnaur 
depicting  scenes  and  happenings  in  the  West  and  many  others  too 
numerous  to  mention. 

The  market  for  these  coins  is  very  doubtful  in  the  Roswell  vicinity, 
but  they  may  be  offered  by  someone  from  some  other  nearby  city.  In 
addition,  there  were  other  articles  such  as  guns,  gold  plated  coffee 
service,  and  turquoise  jewelry  and  other  articles  taken. 

Many  of  these  coins  can  be  identified  by  the  dates  and  Yeoman  numbers 
and  mint  marks  if  offered  in  lots  as  Fred  has  a list  of  them  that  he 
was  sending  around  the  trading  circle.  Any  help  or  notices  sent  by 
NI  members  to  dealers  and  clubs  will  be  appreciated. 
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What  you  see  is  what  you  get  - 
sometimes 

EMERGENCY  COIN  VARIETIES 


by  Geld  Beutel 

We've  all  heard  about  the  man  who  looked  the  world  over  for  riches, 
only  to  return  home  to  find  acres  of  diamonds  in  his  own  backyard. 

Did  you  know  that  perhaps  many  coin  collectors  of  metal  notgeld, 
metal  emergency  coins  if  you  please,  are  passing  up  "acres  of  fun" 
right  in  their  own  collecting  dens? 

I wager  many  of  you  have  the  first  thought,  upon  seeing  a piece  of 
notgeld  at  a dealer's  bourse  --  "I  have  that  one.".  Do  you? 

How  do  you  know  that  you  have  "that  one"? 

"Well,  it  isn't  on  my  want  list.  I've  checked  it  off  on  my  three 
bibles:  "Funck's  -Die  Notmunzen"  "Lamb's  - Catalog  of  German  War 

Tokens",  and  "NI's  - Emergency  Coins  of  Germany" . 

But  not  too  fast. 

Recently  I attended  a coin  show  and  found  one  dealer  with  three 
notgeld  coins.  Now,  this  is  good  for  some  shows,  so  I bought  him 
out.  All  three  pieces.  One  was  the  Augsburg  Strassenbahn  (street- 
car) token,  20  Pfennigs,  aluminum. 

Now,  we  all  know  that  aluminum  is  so  soft  you  never,  but  never, 
find  a die  crack  on  an  aluminum  struck  coin.  But  this  Augsburg 
token  had  a die  crack. 

Now,  I've. put  myself  in  a certain  collecting  category;  I've  been, 
since  you  finished  reading  the  last  sentence,  psycho -analyzed,  found 
unfit,  and  pigeon-holed  in  the  nut  category.  Just  because  you  don't 
collect  die  cracks  and  other  varieties,  I'm  one  of  that  minority 
of  crocked  collectors. 

Just  as  in  the  U.S.,  Canadian  and  general  foreign  coin  fields,  where 
one  can  find  clipped  planchets,  die  cracks,  cuds,  off-center  strikes, 
so  too  can  these  planchet  defects  be  found  - oh  boy,  can  they  be 
found  - on  metal  notgeld. 

Let  us  briefly  go  through  the  minting  process,  and  see  what  these 
wonderful  little  differences  tell  us. 

For  U.S.,  and  some  general  foreign  coins,  a die  might  strike  20,000 
to  40, 000  coins  before  it  cracks,  depending  on  the  metal  of  the 
coins  being  struck.  Dies  striking  silver  and  copper  coins  last 
longer;  clad  coins  and  iron  coins  shorten  die  life. 

First  sign  of  a die  crack  on  a coin  can  be  just  a hairline  from  the 
rim  to  the  date,  perhaps  a quarter  inch.  But  the  press  keeps  working 
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and  the  die  keeps  cracking,  perhaps  until  the  crack  has  reached  the 
center  of  the  coin  (half  through  the  die).  Then  the  die  splits  in 
two  pieces,  in  two  places,  say,  to  the  top  and  to  the  right  side. 

This  is  duly  recorded  on  successive  coins  struck  with  that  die.  Per- 
haps the  edge  crack  didn't  progress  the  length  of  the  die.  Maybe 
the  edge  of  the  die  just  plain  crumbled,  but  kept  working  away.  Now 
a piece  of  the  die,  maybe  a quarter  of  an  inch  wide  and  3/8  of  an 
inch  long  has  come  out  of  the  edge  of  this  die.  Still  striking 
away,  this  loss  is  duly  recorded  on  successive  coins  struck  with 
the  die;  a large  plain  blob  is  now  appearing  on  the  edges  of  coins 
struck.  These  coins  are  known  as  "cuds"  where  the  edge  of  the  die 
has  broken  away. 

For  the  progressive  die  crack,  it  is  interesting  to  find  the  crack 
starting  on  a coin,  and  then,  by  checking  many  coins,  find  the 
crack  progress  until  it  stretches  across  the  coin.  How  wouldn't 
that  be  an  interesting  display?  And  educational  too. 

Now,  before  dollar  signs  begin  to  roll  around  your  eyes,  die  cracks 
and  other  defects  don't  command  any  premiums  over  other  coins.  But 
they  can  be  a welcome  pick-me-up  when  your  collection  reaches  the 
point  where  you  are  adding  few  coins  to  it;  when  duplicates  on  hand 
and  in  your  collection  are  plentiful. 

Now,  die  cracks,  clipped  planchets  and  off-center  coins  are  obvious- 
ly errors  in  manufacture. 

Let's  consider  another  interesting  collecting  item,  variances  in  die 
engraving.  One  must  remember  that  in  the  midst  of  World  War  I there 
were  few  skilled  engravers  and  inspectors  of  coins.  Cities  ordered 
their  coins  on  a weight  basis,  and  kilograms  of  metal  coins  were 
what  they  got. 

In  this  rush  to  produce,  as  separate  dies  were  produced,  many  varie- 
ties occurred.  A star  wasn't  clearly  cut,  and  it  appeared  as  a 
round  blob  on  the  coin.  Instead  of  two  millimeters  between  the 
1 and  the  0 or  the  5 and  the  0 of  the  value,  they  touch,  or  one 
millimeter  separates.  Letters  and  numerals  appear  in  different 
relationships  to  each  other. 

One  reason  most  will  offer  to  avoid  showing  interest  in  these  items 
will  be  the  lack  of  equipment  to  measure  and  detect  a difference 
of  two-tenths  of  one  millimeter. 

There  are  however,  viewing  magnification  glasses,  intensity  lights 
and  measuring  devices  available.  Many  are  German  made,  a few  are 
US  made.  One  of  the  best  combination  devices  is  manufactured  by  the 
Du  Maurier  Co.,  Elmira,  New  York. 

Very  few  metal  notgeld  pieces  were  so  well  struck  and  their  inspect- 
ion at  the  plant  so  scrupulously  made  that  I doubt  that  before  you 
examine  any  12,  either  individually  or  compared  to  others,  at  least 
one  or  two  variations  or  defects  will  show  up. 

Therefore,  as  I stated  earlier,  these  metal  notgeld  coins  are  for 
the  finding,  and  while  these  varieties  carry  no  premium,  they  do 
have  a lot  of  fun  packed  in  them.  Check  a few,  and  have  yourself 
some  fun. 
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TABLE  OF  ABDUL  HAMID  II' s TURKISH  SILVER  CODJS  --  REVISITED 


by  Richard  L.  Stearns 

The  February  1975  NI  Bulletin,  pp.  59“60,  gave  my  listing  of  the 
silver  coins  of  Abdul  Hamid  II. 

Recently,  in  correspondence  with  Samuel  Lachman  of  Haifa,  Israel, 

I have  learned  that  a 10  Piastre  coin  of  the  regnal  year  19  is 
known  and  should  be  added  to  the  table. 

This  date,  unknown  to  me  at  the  time  of  my  article,  was  published 
in  article  "A  Previously  Unrecorded  Half  Mecidite  ( 10  Kurus)  of 
Abdul  Hamit  II"  by  Robert  E.  Doran,  Numismatic  Circular  Vol.  8l, 

No.  7 (July/ Aug.  1973).  p.289. 

READING  AN 
OSMANLI  COIN 

by  I.  C.  G*  Campbell 

On  the  following  two  pages  you  will  find  two  drawings  made  by  my 
friend  Vahe  Berkin  of  Istanbul,  and  I have  inserted  the  appropriate 
information  to  aid  in  reading  Osmanli  coins. 

The  obverse  is  always  the  tugra  of  the  reigning  sultan,  never  a 
portrait.  It  may  be  with  or  without  decoration. 

The  reverse  always  has  the  date  of  accession  and  usually  the  regnal 
year.  Sometimes  there  is  the  value  and  the  script  is  arranged  dif- 
ferently. It  also  has  the  place  where  the  coin  is  minted  (struck). 

Actually,  N.P.  IO56  is  a contradiction.  The  obverse  has  an  "H" 
showing  that  the  coin  was  minted  in  Heaton  (Birmingham,  England), 
although  the  reverse  says  that  it  was  struck  in  Egypt.  Actually  the 
point  of  this  is  to  show  that  the  coin  is  an  Egyptian  one,  rather 
than  Turkish.  At  this  time  the  British  controlled  Egypt  (which  had 
long  been  independent  of  Turkey),  though  the  sultan  was  nominally 
suzerain,  and  also  caliph.  Note  the  symbol  for  Egypt  (Msr). 

In  N.P.  608,  note  the  Turkish  script  for  "Islambol"  - city  of  Islam  - 
rather  than  the  more  common  "Constant iniye"  (Constantinople)  which 
is  usually  found  as  the  mint  name. 

There  are,  of  course,  many  different  types  of  obverses  and  reverses. 
The  Turkish  script  lends  itself  to  many  arrangements.  The  information 
given  is  usually  along  the  order  shown  in  the  drawings.  The  Egyptian 
pieces  often,  though  not  always,  have  more  elaborate  decoration  than 
the  Turkish  ones. 
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6o8:  Size  = 1-7/8  times  actual. 


ROMAN 

PROPAGANDA: 

THE  COINAGE  OF  NERVA  96-98  A.D. 

by  Walter  W.  Leonard 


When  the  tyrant  Domitian  was  finally  assassinated  late  in  A.D.  9 6 the 
Flavian  dynasty  died  with  him.  The  Senate  conferred  the  purple  on  a 
sixty-six  year  old  lawyer,  Marcus  Cocceius  Nerva.  He  had  been  twice 
Consul  (in  71,  90),  and  once  Consul  Designatus  under  Hero  for  being 
instrumental  in  exposing  the  Pisonian  Conspiracy  in  A.D.  65.  During 
the  Flavian  period  he  had  distinguished  himself  as  a member  of  the 
Imperial  Cabinet  (consilium  principis). 

Since  Nerva  reigned  for  such  a short  time,  most  of  his  issues  are  of 
the  usual  Roman  transitional  type.  The  goddesses  Concordia  and  For- 
tuna  figure  rather  prominently  both  as  representatives  of  the  welcome 
change  from  Domitian  and  as  hopes  for  the  future.  The  solicitude 
for  concord  was  justified  since  while  Nerva  had  the  obvious  support 
of  the  Senate,  Domitian' s pampered  Praetorian  Guard  deeply  regretted 
the  loss  of  their  old  master  and  resented  the  return  to  discipline 
under  the  new.  Nerva' s coinage  reflects  the  attention  which  was 
given  to  the  military  problem  since  his  most  common  gold  issue  shows 
on  its  reverse  two  clasped  hands  and  CONCORDIA  EXERCITVVM  (the  con- 
cord of  the  armies).  It  seems  fairly  certain  that  this  and  the 
similar  silver  issue  (C.  l6)  were  used  as  donatives  to  secure  the 
loyalty  of  the  fractious  troops.  Another  related  mintage  advertised 
MONETA  AVGVST(l)  (C.  122),  probably  to  assure  the  Praetorians  of 
Nerva 's  present  and  future  "esteem". 

Nerva  still  failed  to  secure  popularity  with  the  Guard.  His  reputa- 
tion as  a man  of  peace  probably  made  his  suspect  in  their  eyes. 

There  was  also  the  matter  of  their  idol  Domitian 's  assassins.  Since 
Domitian  had  been  lamented  by  none  but  the  Praetorians,  his  assassins 
were  still  free  and  many  were  serving  in  Nerva 's  government. 

As  a result,  in  97  a large  body  of  Praetorians  erupted  and  demanded 
the  heads  of  Domitian 's  killers.  Courageously,  Nerva  attempted  to 
stop  them  but  he  was  merely  ignored.  Realizing  that  he  was  fast 
losing  control  over  the  situation,  the  childless  Nerva  recouped  the 
situation  with  a brilliant  counterstroke.  He  adopted  as  his  son  and 
heir  Marcus  Ulpius  Trajanus  (Trajan),  the  excellent  and  popular  com- 
mander of  the  Rhine  armies.  Since  those  legions  were  the  nearest 
field  army  to  Rome  the  Praetorians  quickly  became  obedient.  Nerva 
died  on  January  25,  9$  and  Trajan's  succession  was  smooth  and  assured. 

It  has  been  said  that  if  Nerva  had  done  nothing  but  choose  Trajan  to 
succeed  him,  his  would  have  been  a worthy  reign.  Nerva 's  reign,  how- 
ever short,  could  also  boast  other  achievements.  Owing  to  his 
talents  as  a jurist,  justice  returned  to  the  courts  after  Domitian. 
This  change  was  commemorated  by  such  types  as  Justitia  and  Dignitas 
(C.  99,  C.  91).  Nerva  was  also  a pious  man  (in  the  Roman  sense)  and 
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his  duties  as  Pontifex  Maximus  were 
noted  by  a reverse  type  (C.  48) 
showing  his  sacrificial  implements 
( simpulum,  sprinkler,  ewer  and 
lituus) . 

Nerva's  numanity  resulted  in  the 
introduction  of  many  beneficial  and 
worthwhile  programs.  Under  Domitian, 
Italian  agriculture  had  began  to  feel  the  effects  of  depopulation  and 
the  growth  of  large  slave-run  estates.  Nerva  introduced  a beautifully 
simple  plan  to  counter  it.  Money  was  lent  by  the  government  at  very 
low  rates  (ca.  2Pj0)  to  farmers  for  capital  improvements.  The  principal 
was  repaid  to  the  government  but  the  interest  was  paid  to  the  local 
authorities  to  be  used  as  a school  and  supplemental  fund  for  the 
poorer  children  of  the  district.  This  plan,  as  augmented  and  expend- 
ed through  the  empire  in  the  next  century,  was  in  no  small  part  re- 
sponsible for  the  prosperity  and  culture  of  the  age  of  the  Antonines. 
This  program  is  probably  commemorated  by  the  SALUS  PUBLICA  (public 
welfare  or  prosperity)  types  (C.  132)  and  the  Fortuna  mintages  with 
figures  of  Ceres  holding  com  ears  (C.  76).  Nerva's  benefactions 
extended  outside  Italy  as  well.  In  97  he  lifted  the  tribute  that 
had  been  imposed  upon  the  defeated  Jews  by  Vespasian  after  the  great 
revolt  began  under  Nero  (66-70  A.D. ).  This  kindness  was  noted  by  an 
issue  proclaiming  the  lifting  of  the  tax,  with  the  device  of  a Judaean 
palm  tree  (C.  57) • 

It  is  to  the  credit  of  both  Nerva  and  Trajan 
that  Nerva's  policies  were  continued  into  the 
next  and  succeeding  reigns.  Nerva  was  the 
first  of  the  "five  good  emperors"  who  ruled 
over  Rome's  golden  age  (96-180  A.D.). 


MEDIEVAL  BRACTEATES  (Continued  from  page  22l) : 

indebted  to.  the  monograph  on  the  subject  by  Dr.  John  Lhotka,  Jr.  as 
well  as  to  several  of  the  writer's  friends,  who  have  asked  not  to  be 
named,  but  who  appeared  to  know  something  about  the  subject  and  who 
have  even  owned  some  of  these  little  curiosities. 

The  bracteates  had  their  birth  in  middle  Europe  of  the  12th  and  13th 
centuries,  which  gives  them  the  respectful  age  of  some  700  to  800 
years.  They  were  silver,  uniface,  and  struck  in  all  sizes  from  the 
half  dime  to  the  half  dollar  (to  use  terms  of  reference  with  which 
modem  U.  S.  collectors  are  familiar).  While  coins  had  been  in  use 
in  other  parts  of  Europe  since  far  earlier  times,  the  forests  and 
wilds  of  what  is  now  southern  Germany  and  Austria  had  few  collections 
of  houses  called  towns,  which  would  require  a system  of  currency  to 
replace  the  barter  system  which  was  generally  in  use  in  these  iso- 
lated communities.  But  by  the  early  part  of  the  12th  century,  com- 
merce^ as  we  known  it,  was  beginning  to  grow  and  some  kind  of  a mone- 
tary system  was  a necessity. 

The  small  princely  and  ecclesiastical  estates  ruled  over  by  nobles, 
abbots  and  abbesses,  had  not  had  any  experience  with  issuing  coins 
(Continued  on  page  239) 
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DIE  VARIETIES  OF  FRENCH  PTOO  CHINA  ONE  CEOTIME  (ZUTC)  YV3Q  1940  AND  1941 

by  Anton  Fox  (Fox  and  Pace  Research  Project  on  Vietnamese  Coinage) 

After  examining  and  comparing  66  of  the  subject  coins  --  31  dated  1940 
and  35  dated  1941,  I have  come  to  the  following  conclusion: 

There  exists  at  this  time  three  (3)  varieties  of  the  YV30 
1940  and  only  one  (l)  variety  of  the  YV30  1941  as  follows: 


1940  Type  1: 

Circular  disc  emblem  (no 
pebbles)  on  helmet. 


1940  Type  2: 

Circular  disc  emblem  (12 
pebbles)  on  helmet. 


1940  Type  3: 

Circular  disc  emblem  (11 
pebbles  only)  on  helmet. 
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NUMISMATICS 


INTERNATIONAL 


Strasbourg.  Under  John  George  of  Brandenburg-besieged  by  Charles  of  Lor- 
raine. Necessity  silver  uniface  Square  (Klippe)  80  Kreuzer  1592.  3 shields.  Rev: 
blank.  Reimm.  2789.  cat.  Sch  R.  2788 


AUGUST  1975 


ANA  CONVENTION 

Be  sure  to  attend  the  NI  meeting  at  the  ANA  in  L.A.  It's 
your  chance  to  meet  other  serious  fellow  collectors  in  re- 
lated fields.  The  NI  meeting  is  scheduled  for  2:00  PM, 
Friday,  August  22,  1975.  See  the  ANA  program  for  the  meeting 
room . 

DALLAS  MEETING 


The  August  NI  Educational  Forum  will  be  held  at  7:30  PM, 
Wednesday,  August  20,  1975,  at  the  Republic  Savings  and 
Loan  Building  (Community  Room  on  the  east  side  of  the 
building),  6300  East  Mockingbird  Lane,  Dallas,  Texas. 

PROGRAM:  Analysis  of  the  John  Graves  Emergency 

Currency  Collection 

SPEAKER:  Dick  Upton 

Don’t  miss  this  one.  This  is  an  analysis  of  the  extensive 
emergency  currency  collection  given  to  NI  by  the  late  John 
Graves , a long  time  member  and  strong  supporter  of  NI  and 
it's  goals  and  purposes.  Dick  Upton,  one  of  the  foremost 
authorities  in  this  field,  has  analyzed  the  collection  and 
will  give  a survey  of  its  contents  with  pertinent  comments 


LOOSE  LEAF  BINDERS  FOR  YOUR  NI  BULLETINS 


High  quality  loose  leaf  binders  with  yellow  plastic  covering 
imprinted  with  the  NI  emblem.  Each  holds  one  year  of  the 
bulletin.  Only $2.75  plus  Tax,  Post  Paid. 


SUMMER  CLEARANCE  SALE  - BACK  ISSUES  NI  BULLETIN 


Replace  lost  copies!  Complete  partial  year  sets! 
Build  your  numismatic  library  at  less  than  1$  per  page. 


A limited  number  of  back  issues  of  the  NI  Bulletin  are  avail- 
able during  this  summer  clearance  sale,  NI  needs  the  extra 
storage  space.  Our  loss  can  be  your  gain.  Orders  will  be 
serviced  as  received,  so  rush  your  needs  in  quickly.  Prices 
and  issues  available  are  as  follows: 


1 copy 
2-3  copies 
4-11  copies 
12-29  copies 
30  or  more  copies 


504  postpaid 
40<f  each  postpaid 
304  each  postpaid 
254  each  postpaid 
204  each  postpaid 


GAMBLERS  SPECIAL 


10  Different  (Our  Choice  from  1970,  71  § 72)  $2.00  pp . 
The  following  issues  are  available: 
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UMISMAT1C  k^ERVlChS 
MESQUITE,  TEXAS  751^9 


NOTGELD  <5c  EMERGENCY  MONEY 

GERMAN,  FRENCH  AND  AUSTRIA  IN 

COINS  & CURRENCY 


I 


1000  ’ s Of  Different  To  Choose  From 
CATALOGED,  GRADED,  4c  CURRENTLY  PRICED 
LARGEST  STOCA  AVAILABLE 


Send  Your  iaant  List  NOW-— 


Or  Ask  For  Our  Lists 


AVAILABLE  NUMISMATICS  INTERNATIONAL  PUBLICATIONS 


CZECHSLOVAK  COINS  $3.00 

By  Dolores  H.  Davis  112  Pages 

This  book  which  covers  the  period  1921-1971  gives  up  to  date  mintage 
data,  metallic  content,  mints  and  values  as  well  as  a history  of  the 
people  and  descriptions  of  the  symbols  and  the  people  shown  upon  each 
coin.  Charts  are  included  which  give  key  dates  and  relative  scarcity 


MODERN  COINAGE  OF  IRAN  $6.00 

By  Robert  L Clarke  § A.  Mohab at - Avin , M.D.  92  Pages 

At  last  a catalogue  is  available  covering  the  modern  coinage  of  Iran 
which  not  only  illustrates  all  coins,  but  also  gives  the  history  of 
the  coinage,  a price  catalogue  in  five  grades  and  also  lists  a number 
of  varieties  heretofore  unknown. 


COINS,  MEDALS  AND  SEALS  OF  THE  SHAHS  OF  IRAN  1500-1941  $6.00 

By  H.L.  Rabino  di  Borhamale  123  Pages 

Long  out  of  print,  this  authoritative  book  is  again  available.  This 
historical  treatise  covers  the  coinage  of  the  Shahs  of  Iran  - Safavis, 
Afghans,  Afshars,  Zanda,  Qajar,  Pahlavi  and  the  Rebels  and  Pretenders. 
Also  included  is  a survey  of  mint  administration,  coinage  standards, 
dates,  mints  and  much  more. 


EARLY  COINAGE  OF  SOUTH  EAST  ASIA 
By  Oliver  D.  Cresswell 

This  is  a comprehensive  and  in  depth 
the  Indo-China  Peninsula  kingdoms  of 
Money,  Saddle  Money,  Leaf  Money,  Pig 
much  more  is  covered. 


$3.00 
64  Pages 

study  of  the  early  coinages  of 
Lannatai  and  of  Lanchang.  Shell 
s Mouth  Money,  Canoe  Money  and 


EMERGENCY  COINS  OF  GERMANY 

Emergency  Money  Society,  ed.  by  Richard  Upton 


$6.00 
208  Pages 


Seven  categories  of  German  notgeld 
are  municipal  issues  of  over  600  ci 
issued  coins,  prisoner  of  war  monie 
railway  coins,  gas  and  electric  mon 
age  tokens  and  porcelain  coins  all 
valuations  are  included. 


are  covered  in  this  book.  Included 
ties  and  towns  as  well  as  privately 
s of  World  War  I German  camps , 
ies  , the  so  called  food  and  bever- 
from  the  period  1914-1923.  1970 


MODERN  LEBANESE  COINAGE  $1.50 

By  Granvyl  G.  Hulse  , Jr.  20  Pages 

This  reprint  from  the  NI  Bulletin  covers  Lebanese  coinage  of  the 
period  from  1924  to  1969 . Included  are  mintage  figures,  metallic 
content,  translations  of  the  Arabic  inscriptions  and  a listing  of 
varieties  which  were  previously  unreported. 


COINAGE  OF  KUTCH 

By  Richard  K.  Bright 

This  book  is  in  preparation  and  should  be  available  by  September  1975. 
Please  write  for  details. 


MEMBER  ADVERTISEMENTS 


COUNTERFEITS:  The  NUMEXMATIST  is 

buying  all  types /denominations  of 
Mexican  counterfeits,  reproductions, 
copies,  and  altered  dates.  Also 
buying/trading  XF  or  better  Latin 
crowns,  scarce  minors,  and  reference 
material.  Robert  R.  Rezny,  11411 
East  14  Mile,  Sterling  Heights,  MI 
48077.  1-313-979-3777  evenings. 


ANCIENT  GREEK  and  Roman  coins  for 
sale.  Free  illustrated  listing 
of  over  1,000  reasonable  priced 
coins.  Francis  J.  Rath,  P.O.  Box 
84,  Youngstown,  New  York  14174. 


MINT  ERRORS  of  the  world  wanted. 
Bulk  lots  and  collections  prefercd. 
will  consider  single  items,  if  of 
esthetic  quality.  Write,  ED  COYNE, 
Box  18563,  Boston,  Mass.  02118. 


BUYING  BULK  especially  crowns  and 
choice  Japanese.  Fred  Thomas,  Box  4, 
Tokyo,  Japan  190-11. 


BUYING  BETTER  CROWNS,  1850  to  present. 
Paying  10%  OVER  Krause-Mishler  catalog 
for  Poland  Y-16,  Y-18,  Y-19,  Y-22,  Y-23, 
Y-24,  Y-25 , Y-26,  Y-29,  Y-31,  & Y-57. 
Must  be  EF  or  better.  Strong  buyer  of 
Czechoslovakia.  Pay  for  Y-78  BU , $20; 
Proof,  $60.  Write.  Globe  Coins,  Box 
493,  Naperville,  IL  60540 


WANT  LISTS  SERVICED  AND  FIXED  PRICfl 
LIST.  Let  us  know  what  coins  you 
need  or  send  SASE  for  our  Fixed 
Price  List  of  world  coins. 

North-East  Coin  Co.,  Hillsboro, 

NH  03244. 


EXCELLENT  DISCOUNT,  on  my  free  minors 
list.  In  December,  all  unsold  items, 
at:  50%  DISCOUNT!!  Please,  mention 
this  ad.  Salvatore  Di  Gloria,  12412 
Cooley  Ave . , Cleveland,  OH  44111. 


WE  ALWAYS  CARRY  over  200  countries 
in  coins.  Some  currency.  List 
10 <4  stamp.  Beau  Kappa,  Box  363, 
Dallas , TX  75221 . 


ISRAEL  COMMERORATIVES  for  sale:  Deganya, 
Proof,  $140;  Hero  Proof,  $75;  Knessett 
Unc . , $70;  Knessett  Proof,  $95;  Eilat 
Proof,  $115;  Syrian  Lamp  Proof,  $25; 
Shalom  "K"  Unc.,  $45;  Scroll  Proof,  $35; 
1972  Pidyon-Haben,  no  mm,  Unc.,  $45; 

1974  Pidyon-Haben  Proof,  $30;  Special , 
Buy  one  of  each  of  the  above  and  deduct 
$25  from  the  total.  Paszamant,  P.O. 

Box  215,  New  Brunswick,  N.J.  08903 


BUY,  SELL,  TRADE,  Coins  and  Medals  with 
"SHIPS".  New  list  ready  now.  World 
P.N.C's  available.  Want  lists  - Modern 
World  Coins  Invited.  Joe  Hatch,  RD  #1, 
Salisbury,  Vermont  05769. 


MEXICO  one  Real  from  Carlos  Johanna 
to  1800  to  sell  or  trade. 

Val  DeCarlo,  Box  127,  Patchogue,  NY 
11772 . 


WORLD  COIN  BUY/BID  SALES.  Buy  at 
our  price  or  make  offer.  Free  lists. 
Nice  selection.  Want  lists  welcome. 
MOFI , Box  36  3,  Rums  on,  NJ  0 7 760. 


( 


1941  Type  1: 

Circular  disc  emblem  (11 
pebbles  only)  on  helmet. 


The  66  subject  coins  broke  down  as  follows: 

1940  No  pebbles  - 5 each. 

1940  11  pebbles  - 22  each. 

1940  12  pebbles  - 4 each. 

1941  11  pebbles  - 35  each  (All). 

Not  having  numerous  reference  material  (books,  reports,  etc.)  I can 
only  guess  as  to  how  these  die  varieties  resulted,  such  as: 

When  the  1 Centime  1940  dies  were  made  they  used  the  same 
emblem  design  as  the  French  Indo  China  l/2  Centime  Y20  1935-1940. 
Only  the  helmet  on  the  FIC  Y20  is  facing  left  and  the  helmet 
on  the  FIC  YV30  is  racing  right. 

After  many  thousand  strikes  the  dies  filled  and  new  ones 
were  made,  but  this  time  the  circular  disc  emblem  had  12 
pebbles  (Type  2),  resembling  a flower.  Again,  after  many 
thousand  strikes  the  dies  filled,  new  one  were  made  but  this 
time  they  were  made  of  a harder  metal  and  the  circular  disc 
emblem  had  11  pebbles  and  remained  this  way  throughout  1940 
and  during  all  of  the  mintage  in  1941. 

Any  members-  having  further  information,  opinions,  ideas  or  comments 
are  invited  to  write  me  at  5929  48  South,  Seattle,  Wash.  98118. 


MEDIEVAL  BRACTEATES  (Continued  from  page  237): 

and  the  sophisticated  techniques  of  coin  manufacture  that  were  common 
practice  in  the  so-called  more  civilized  countries  of  the  south  of 
Europe  were  unknown  to  them,  so  the  simplest  thing  to  do  was  to  get 
started  by  taking  their  own  princely  or  abbotly  seal  and  slug  away  at 
a thin  piece  of  silver.  Then  the  area  around  the  impression  was  cut 
away  with  a scissors,  and  there  it  was,  a piece  of  money,  their  very 
own  money,  with  their  own  "brand"  on  it,  and  the  value  of  which  they 
themselves  certified.  They  soon  realized  that  just  one  size  was  not 
enough,  and  smaller  sizes  in  silver  had  to  be  made  to  take  care  of 
the  smaller  commerical  transactions.  Since  there  just  wasn't  enough 
room  to  crowd  all  the  details  that  appeared  on  the  large  piece  onto 
the  small  one,  various  forms  of  abbreviations  were  made.  A small 
piece  the  size  of  a half  dime  would  have  made  one  heck  of  a messy 

(Continued  on  page  243) 
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COUNTERMARKS 


by  Dave  Schecter 

(First  published  in  Alfred  Szego's  Thirteenth  Bulletin  for  1974  and 
reprinted  here  with  Mr.  Szego's  permission.) 

It  is  very  doubtful  if  there  is  any  series  of  coins  which,  from  a 
purely  numismatic  point  of  view,  possess  more  interest  than  the  world 
of  the  countermarked  coin.  These  fascinating  pieces  represent  a 
number  of  circumstances,  all  of  which  have  one  thing  in  common,  they 
are  unusual.  At  this  point  let  me  state  that  this  is  definitely 
not  a field  to  be  explored  by  the  lover  of  coins  uncirculated  or 
even  extra  fine.  In  actual  practice,  the  coins  which  were  originally 
countermarked  by  the  various  governments  were  removed  from  circulation 
by  the  government  and  counterstamped  by  their  officials  (in  many 
cases  under  conditions  which  were  far  from  ideal)  thus  validating 
them  for  use  in  their  own  country. 

Some  of  these  were  countermarked  by  countries  that  faced  a temporary 
shortage  of  some  particular  denominations  of  their  own  coinage.  Among 
these  are  the  Spanish  and  Spanish-American  four  and  eight  reale 
pieces  that  were  validated  for  use  in  England  by  countermarking  them 
with  the  head  of  the  King,  George  III.  These  are  commonly  called 
"head  of  a fool  on  the  face  of  an  ass"  coins.  A few  enterprising 
fakers  have  gone  one  step  further  and  had  their  own  "head"  dies  made 
and  countermarked  various  Spanish  and  Spanish-American  coins  of  even 
lesser  denominations,  although  this  was  not  done  by  the  British 
government  at  that  time. 

There  are  also  the  series  of  coins  issued  by  countries  that  did  not 
have  their  own  minting  facilities  and  validated  the  coinage  of  some 
other  countries  for  use  within  their  borders  by  countermarking  them, 
usually  with  the  name  of  the  country  or  the  signature  of  the  ruler. 

The  most  common  among  these  are  the  Maria  Theresa  talers  bearing  the 
countermark  of  any  number  of  Arabian  States,  although  the  practice 
was  by  no  means  limited  to  the  taler  size.  The  minor  pieces  of  many 
other  countries  were  used  as  well;  for  example,  the  paras  of  Turkey 
countermarked  with  the  word  "Hejaz"  in  Arabic,  the  language  of  the 
countermarking  country. 

In  our  own  hemisphere,  many  of  the  West  Indies  Islands  issued  only 
countermarked  coins,  since  they  too  had  no  minting  facilities,  and 
had  to  depend  on  whatever  coinage  was  circulating  there  at  that  time. 
They  carried  the  practice  one  step  further  by  cutting  the  large  dollar 
size  coins  into  parts,  each  part  of  which  was  validated  for  a lesser 
amount.  Incidentally,  this  is  where  the  terms  "two  bits"  and  "four 
bits"  come  into  our  language,  representing  as  they  did  the  part  of  the 
whole  dollar,  which  was  generally  divided  into  eight  "bits". 

Some  of  the  coins  had  pieces  chopped  out  of  their  centers,  and  both 
the  small  and  the  large  piece  were  validated  by  a countermark. 

In  the  coinage  of  the  island  of  Malta,  as  far  back  as  the  middle  of 
the  1600 ' s,  each  new  head  of  the  order  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem, 
commonly  called  the  Knights  of  Malta,  revalidated  all  the  coinage 
circulating  on  the  island  with  his  own  particular  stamp,  resulting 
in  some  of  these  interesting  pieces  having  as  many  as  a half  dozen . 
countermarks,  some  of  them  partially  or  completely  obliterating  prior 


ones. 


The  literature  on  countermarked  coins  is  extremely  scant,  and  it  is 
a field  that  needs  much  researching.  Acquisition  of  only  one  piece 
may  open  up  a new  field  of  interest  for  you. 


CONTENTS  OF  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION  ( CONTINUED  FROM  LAST  MONTH): 


Only  coins  grading  Fine  or  better  are  being  listed  in  this  continuing 
inventory  of  the  NI  Reference  Collection.  Members  are  invited  to 
donate  any  items  not  listed. 


JAMAICA:  Y21  - 1950;  Y22  - 196I;  Y24  - 1964;  Y25  - 1967;  Y31  - 1969° 

JAPAN:  Y42  - 11;  Y44  - 11;  Y45  - 11;  Y47  - 10;  Y48  - 7;  Y49  - 6; 

Y53  - ll;  Y55  - 13;  Y56  - 13;  Y57  - 15;  Y58  - l4;  Y59  - 16; 

Y60  - 15,  16;  Y60a  - 17;  Y6l  - 15,  l6;  Y6la  - 17;  Y64  - 19; 

Y67  - 21;  Y69  - 22;  Y70  - 25 ; Y72  - 25,  26;  Y72a  - 37,  39; 

40,  43;  Y73  - 26,  27,  29;  Y73a  - 35,  37,  38,  39,  40  Thick 
Flan,  40  Thin  Flan,  4l,  42,  43;  YT4  - 30,  31,  32,  33,  34,  39, 

4o,  4i;  Y75  - 31,  33;  Y76  - 36;  Y77  - 33;  Y81  - 42,  43;  Y82  - 

42,  43;  Y83  - 45. 

JERSEY:  Y20  - 1945;  Y21  - 1957,  1964;  Y24  - 1964;  Y25  - 1966;  Y26  - 

1966;  Y27  - 1966. 

JORDAN:  Y5  - 1949;  Y 6 - 1949. 

KATANGA:  Y2  - 196I;  Y3  - 1961. 

KENYA:  Y1  - 1967;  Y13  - 1973- 

KOREA:  Y23  - 1. 

KUWAIT:  Y3  - 1961;  Y5  - 1961;  Y8  - 1971. 

LAOS:  Y1  - 1952;  Y3  - 1952. 

LEBANON:  yi6  - 1952;  Yi8  - 1955;  Y19  - 1955;  Y21  - 1955;  Y22  - 1955. 

LIBERIA:  Y9a  - 1941;  Y12  - 196 1. 

Luxembourg:  Y30  - 1947;  Y30a  - 1954,  i960,  1963;  Y31  - 1946;  Y32  - 
1952. 

MADAGASCAR:  Y3  - 1958. 

MALAYA:  Y2  - 1940;  Y3  - 1945;  Y4  - 1941,  1943 . 

MALAYA  AND  BRITISH  BORNEO:  YA1  - 1956,  I96I;  Y1  - I96I;  Y2  - I96IH; 

Y3  - 1961;  Y5  - 1962. 

MALDXVE  ISLANDS:  Y2  - 1319;  Y3  - 1320. 

MEXICO:  Yl6  - 1900  CnQ;  Y27  - 1906,  1923,  1927,  1930,  1933,  1934, 

1935,  1936,  1938,  1939,  1941,  1942,  1943,  1944,  1945,  1946, 

1947,  1948,  1949;  Y35  - 1936,  1937,  1940;  Y3 6 - 1936,  1939; 

Y37  - 1945,  195 1;  Y38  - 1944,  1946;  y48  - 1957,  1939;  Y61  - 

1950,  1951,  1952,  1953,  1954,  1955,  1956,  1957,  1958,  1959, 

i960,  1961,  1962,  1963,  1964,  1965,  1966;  Y63  - 1950,  1951, 

1952,  1953;  Y69  - 1956  through  1968;  Y70  - 1956,  1957,  1959; 
1966,  1967;  Y71  - 1964,  1965,  1966,  1967;  Y72  - 1959;  YA72  - 

1962,  1964,  1965,  1967;  Y80  - 1964;  Y81  - 1964,  1965,  1966, 

1967;  1968,  1969;  Y82  - 1968  Rings  Aligned;  Y84  - 1970, 

1971;  1972,  1973;  Y87  - 1970,  1971;  Y88  - 1970,  197I;  1972. 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

(Editor's  Note:  The  following  3 books  were  published  by  Hawkins 

Publications,  Ravenhill,  Rectory  Park,  Sanderstead  CR2  9JR;  Surrey, 
England.  These  three  books  are  available  on  loan  from  the  NI  Library. ) 

1)  THE  ORIGINS  OF  INDIAN  COINAGE,  by  Michael  Mitchiner,  9“3/4"  x 

7-1  / 4",  186  pp,  9 Pi*  3 Pounds,  50  Pence  --  Distributed  by:  B.  A. 

Seaby,  11  Margaret  Street,  London  Wl. 

Indian  coinage  originated  in  the  complex  of  states  concentrated  along 
the  Indus,  Ganges  and  Narbada  rivers  as  early  as  the  6th  century  BC. 

The  early  history  of  4 dominant  states  that  issued  the  major  coin 
series  is  traced  down  to  the  time  when  they  were  absorbed  into  the 
Empire  of  Chandragupta  Maurya  (c. 321-297  BC).  These  4 states  were 
Taxila-Gandhara  astride  the  middle  Indus,  Avanti  centered  on  the  Nar- 
bada valley,  and  the  two  kingdoms  of  the  middle  Ganges  valley,  Kosala 
and  Magadha.  Magadha  progressively  acquired  suzerainty  over  the 
Ganges  valley  and  when  it  metamorphosed  into  the  Mauryan  Empire  Chan- 
dragup  and  his  successors  extended  Mauryan  dominion  from  Kandahar  to 
southern  India.  Although  the  familiar  Magadhan  and  Mauryan  punch- 
marked  coins  dominate  the  scene  many  other  states  struck  their  own 
local  coin  series.  These  various  series  are  surveyed  in  15  chapters 
that  trace  the  history  of  Indian  coinage  from  its  origins  in  the  6th 
century  BC  down  to  the  period  following  the  fall  of  the  Mauryan  Empire 
in  the  2nd  century  BC-  Nine  plates  and  7 maps  illustrate  the  text 
which  contains  several  hundred  line  drawings. 

2)  THE  EARLY  COINAGE  OF  CENTRAL  ASIA,  by  Michael  Mitchiner,  10-1/4" 
x 7-1/2",  96  pp,  14  pi.  3 Pounds  --  Distributed  by  B.  A.  Seaby,  11 
Margaret  Street,  London  Wl. 

The  coins  discussed  in  this  monograph  were  issued  between  the  time  of 
Alexander  the  Great  and  the  Mohammedan  conquest  in  a region  bordered 
by  the  Caspian  Sea  in  the  west,  by  the  mountains  of  Central  Afghanistan 
in  the  south  and  by  the  river  Jaxartes  in  the  east.  This  was  a buffer 
region  situated  between  the  urbanized  kingdoms  of  the  Iranian-Afghan 
plateau  and  the  nomads  of  the  Central  Asian  steppes.  Discussion  of 
the  Sogdian  kingdom  and  of  the  Choresmian  kingdom  of  the  Dahaean 
Scythians  is  prefaced  by  an  analysis  of  the  aramaic  script  used  on 
their  coins.  The  fundamental  political  re-organization  of  this  area 
produced  by  ingress  of  migrating  Yueh  Chi  in  the  2nd  century  BC  is 
emphasized  and  the  history  and  coinage  of  this  people  is  traced  until 
some  decades  after  one  of  their  clans  founded  the  Kushan  kingdom  about 
the  time  of  Christ.  Coinage  struck  during  the  early  centuries  AD  in 
new  Sogdian  and  Choresmian  kingdoms  is  also  consideredo  The  history 
and  coinage  of  the  region  is  illustrated  in  l4  plates  and  l4  maps. 

3)  COUNTERMARKS  0E  THE  OTTOMAN  EMPIRE,  l88p  - 1922,  by  Kenneth  M. 
MacKenzie  and  Samuel  Lachman,  12"  x 6-1/2",  56  pp.>  l8  pl°  4 Pounds, 

50  Pence  --  Distributed  by:  B.  A.  Seaby,  11  Margaret  Street,  London  Wl 

Shortage  of  small  change  in  the  Turkish  Empire  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  19th  century  led  to  the  introduction  of  remedies  among  which 
countermarking  demonetarized  copper  coinage  for  local  use  assumed 
prominence.  Nearly  500  countermarked  coins  are  catalogued  in  this 
monograph.  Greek  countermarks  figure  prominently  in  a repertoire 
that  includes  Arabic  and  Hebrew  inscriptions  as  well  as  symbols.  A 
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number  of  Greek  countermarks  were  used  by  Church  Authorities  on  the 
island  of  Thasos.  Other  Greek  and  Arabic  countermarks  were  applied 
at  west  Turkish  and  Lebanese  coastal  villages  with  a pre-dilection 
for  Lesbos  and  the  adjacent  mainland.  The  Jewish  communities  in 
Jerusalem  and  Safad  applied  Hebrew  countermarks.  There  remain  a sub- 
stantial body  of  countermarks  that  cannot  yet  be  attributed  to  a par- 
ticular issuing  authority.  The  countermarks  are  illustrated  in  some 
170  photographs  and  by  drawings  of  all  varieties  in  the  text. 


MEDIEVAL  BRACTEATES  (Continued  from  page  239): 

looking  thing  and  one  thing  these  rulers  did  have  and  that  was  a 
good  healthy  ego  that  demanded  that  their  coinage  look  good. 


Some  of  the  bracteates  have  no  writing  on  them  at  all,  just  a crude 
drawing  of  a man  or  a knight  on  or  off  a horse,  or  a head.  Some  of 
them  have  some  sort  of  drawing  which  remains  unexplained  even  to 
this  day.  The  larger  sizes  were  among  the  first  coins  to  give  some 
sort  of  play  to  the  talents  of  the  medieval  engraver.  Some  of  them 
must  have  been  quite  good  considering  the  tools  they  had  to  work  with. 
Generally  speaking,  the  types  divide  themselves  into  three  parts,  a 
human  figure  or  part  of  one,  an  animal  or  bird  figure,  and  an  inde- 
terminate group  such  as  crosses,  buildings,  etc.  Very  often  the  ones 
that  were  issued  by  the  various  abbots  or  abbesses  have  a figure  with 
a nimbus  or  halo  around  the  head,  reflecting  the  religious  character 
of  the  issuing  authority.  There  are  literally  thousands  of  these 
bracteates,  no  two  of  them  exactly  alike,  and  are  thoroughly  recom- 
mended for  anyone  who  wants  to  collect  something  that  is  far  differ- 
ent from  anything  anyone  else  has. 


GETTING  YOUR  QUARTER'S  WORTH 

by  Peter  J.  Coles  (Reprinted  from  Nashville  Coin  Club  bulletin, 
October,  197*0 


While  in  a used  book  store  recently,  I saw  a few  older  copies  of 
"Coins"  magazine  for  20  or  25  cents  each.  I bought  some  of  them  and 
in  one  I found  the  story  behind  an  unusual  item  I had  purchased  a 
few  years  ago.  The  particular  piece  is  an  unofficial  prize  winning 
pattern  for  an  Australian  1967  dollar.  The  Australian  Coin  Review 
held  a competition  for  an  "unofficial"  crown  and  Austrian  Andor 
Meszaros  was  chosen  the  winner  and  awarded  the  $500*00  first  prize. 

The  prize  was  to  be  increased  by  $1000.00  if  the  pattern  was  struck 
for  sale  as  a collectors  medal.  The  only  reference  to  value  that 
I've  seen  happened  recently  when  the  piece  was  priced  at  $150.00  by 
a major  Texas  dealer  who  reported  a C-0.I.N.  auction  price  of  $185.00. 
I knew  nothing  about  the  item  when  I bought  it  except  that  I liked 
it  and  I paid  a tongue  in  cheek  $12.00  for  it.  It  sometimes  pays 
therefore  to  buy  something  simply  on  appeal  and  it  paid  me  to  buy 
that  25  cent  coin  magazine. 
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Member  Notice  Page 

Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.,  Colebrook,  New  Hampshire  03576:  All  corre- 

spondents - PLEASE  NOTE  MY  NEW  ADDRESS.  Also,  any  members  inter- 
ested in  working  on  the  card  file  project  should  now  write  me  at 
this  address.  We  need  all  the  volunteers  we  can  enlist  to  help. 

Thomas  D.  Gillis,  124  Bretano  Way,  Greenbrae,  Calif.  9^-90^-:  Am 

desparately  trying  to  locate  a copy  of  "Tiermotiv-Katalog", 

(Thematic  Catalog  of  Animals  on  Coins),  by  Anton  von  Ziegesan,  for 
a research  project.  Will  someone o\ning  a copy  please  loan  it  to 
me? 

Anton  Fox,  59^9  ^ South,  Seattle,  Wash.  98118:  Request  correspond- 

ence with  other  NI  members  which  are  interested  in  French  Cochin 
and  Indo  China  coinage  for  the  purpose  of  exchanging  notes  and  hope- 
fully trying  to  increase  donations  to  the  NI  Reference  Collection. 

Edward  A.  Coyne,  P.  0.  Box  18363^  Boston,  Mass.  02118;  The  official 
founding  date  of  Error  Collectors  International  (E.C.I. ) has  been 
set  at  July  4th,  1975*  E.C.I.  is  devoted  to  the  study  of  mis-struck 
coins  of  the  world.  A steering  committee  has  been  organized  that 
consists  of  10  individuals,  with  not  more  than  one  representative 
from  any  one  country.  Elections  will  be  held  one  year  from  the 
founding  date.  A quarterly  bulletin  will  be  issued,  with  supple- 
mental newsletters.  Charter  membership  is  restricted  to  the  first 
50  persons  joining.  Please  direct  all  correspondence  to  the 
Secretary.  (Edward  A.  Coyne,  P.  0.  Box  18563,  Boston,  Mass.  02118.) 

Marvin  L.  Fraley,  2813  - 57th  St.,  Lubbock,  TX  79^-13:  I would  like 

to  announce  a new  variety  of  Dutch  coins  which  was  first  called  to 
my  attention  by  NI  member  Peter  Kraneveld  of  Purmerend,  The  Nether- 
lands. The  1967  5 Cent  bronze  coin,  Y-58,  exists  with  two  reverse 
varieties,  one  in  which  the  leaves  above  the  numeral  5 touch  the 
rim,  and  another  in  which  the  leaves  do  not  touch  the  rim.  The 
numberal  5 also  is  configurated  differently  on  the  two  varieties. 

No  estimate  has  been  made  as  to  which  variety  is  scarcer.  This 
new  variety  will  be  listed  in  the  upcoming  3rd  Edition  Krause - 
Mishler  Standard  Catalog  of  World  Coins. 


PUBLICATION  DEADLINE  FOR  THE  NI  BULLETIN 


The  Friday  following  the  second  Wednesday  of  each  month  is  the  dead- 
line for  material  to  be  published  in  the  NI  Bulletin  for  the  follow- 
ing month.  All  material  should  be  sent  directly  to  Editor,  Marvin 
L.  Fraley,  28l3-57th  St.,  Lubbock,  TX  79^15* 


MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE:  Members  are  urged  to  make  more  use  of  this  page. 

The  page  is  for  the  FREE  USE  of  NI  Members  with  the  only  restrictions 
being  "no  for  sale"  type  notices  and  research  notices  will  be  given 
priority  at  times  when  the  page  is  oversubscribed. 
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